






Vision
Thriving desert knowledge economies 
sustaining Australia’s inland 
environments.

Outcomes
The Desert Knowledge CRC will help 
to create economic opportunities 
for desert people, and make a 
demonstrable difference for remote 
Aboriginal communities, through the 
application of excellent research and 
training.

We will contribute to developing 
the following broad outcomes in the 
national interest:

➜	Sustainable livelihoods for 
desert people based on new 
natural resource and service 
enterprise opportunities that are 
environmentally and socially 
appropriate.

➜	Remote desert communities that 
are more sustainable to support 
the presence of desert people, as 
a result of facilitating access to 
more attractive services that are 
delivered more efficiently.

➜	Thriving desert economies that 
are based on unique desert 
knowledge and which are more 
self-sufficient.

➜	Increased social capital of desert 
people, their communities and 
service agencies.

The Desert Knowledge CRC 
acknowledges the considerable 
support it receives from the 
Department of Innovation, Industry, 
Science and Research under the CRC 
Program. 

The Desert Knowledge CRC consists 
of eight core and five centre partners, 
nine associate partners and six 
affiliate partners. 

Core Partners
Central Land Council
Charles Darwin University
Commonwealth Scientific and 

Industrial Research Organisation
Curtin University of Technology
Desert Peoples Centre (Centre for 

Appropriate Technology and 
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous 
Tertiary Education)

Government of Western Australia 
Northern Territory Government
Office of Indigenous Policy 

Coordination

Centre Partners
Griffith University
James Cook University
Murdoch University
Newmont Australia
The University of South Australia

Associate Partners
Flinders University (Centre for Remote 

Health)
New South Wales Department of 

Primary Industries
South Australian Department of Water, 

Land and Biodiversity Conservation
Southern Cross University
The Australian National University
The University of Adelaide 
The University of Queensland
The University of Western Australia
University of Wollongong

Affiliate Partners
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Studies
Indigenous Australian Foods Ltd
Robins Foods
Tangentyere Council
Tapatjatjaka Community Government 

Council
Waltja Tjutangku Palyapayi Aboriginal 

Corporation

ABPA	 Aboriginal Bush Producers Association

ABS	 Australian Bureau of Statistics

ACRIS	 Australian Collaborative Rangelands 
Information System

AKIPP	 Aboriginal Knowledge and Intellectual 
Property Protocol

AIATSIS	 Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Studies

AIP	 Aboriginal intellectual property

ANU	 The Australian National University

AusLEM	 Australian Land Erodibility Model

BIITE	 Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary 
Education

CAETN	 Central Australian Education and Training 
Network

CAT	 Centre for Appropriate Technology

CDS	 Centre for Development Support (South Africa)

CDU	 Charles Darwin University

CIFF	 Coles Indigenous Food Fund

COAG	 Council of Australian Governments

CRC-REP	 Cooperative Research Centre for Remote 
Economic Participation

CSIRO	 Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation

CUT	 Curtin University of Technology

DAFF	 Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

DEWHA	 Australian Government Department of 
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts

DKCRC	 Desert Knowledge Cooperative Research 
Centre

GU	 Griffith University

HRSCATSIA	 House of Representatives Standing Committee 
on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

ILC	 Indigenous Land Corporation

IP	 intellectual property

IPA	 Indigenous Protected Area

JCU	 James Cook University

KIMSS	 Kimberley Indigenous Management Support 
Services

MLA	 Meat & Livestock Australia

MU	 Murdoch University

NRETAS	 Northern Territory Department of Natural 
Resources, Environment, the Arts and Sports

NRM	 natural resource management

NTG	 Northern Territory Government

PaL	 Parents and Learning

RLMS	 Remote Livestock Management System

RTO	 registered training organisation

SAND	 Sparse Ad Hoc Networks for Deserts

SCU	 Southern Cross University

SDL	 Science of Desert Living

SDS	 Sustainable Desert Settlements

SMEs	 small- to medium-sized enterprises

TEK	 traditional ecological knowledge

UA	 The University of Adelaide

UN	 United Nations

USA	 The University of South Australia

UQ	 The University of Queensland

UW	 University of Wollongong

UWA	 The University of Western Australia

VET	 vocational education and training

VRUM	 visualising relatively unpredictable movement

WCC	 Walkatjurra Cultural Centre
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Desert Knowledge Cooperative Research Centre
PO Box 3971
Alice Springs NT 0871
Australia

Phone (+61) 08 8959 6000
Fax (+61) 08 8959 6048
E-mail  info@desertknowledgecrc.com.au
Website www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au
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Main photo front cover:  

Rayleen Brown, bush food champion, 
entrepreneur and major participant and 

contributor to DKCRC bush products research. 

bottom:  

Participants in the ‘Hands across the desert’ 
project happy to be together at Desert Garden 

Produce enterprise of Max and Ruth Emery. 

left column, second from top:  

Frank Ansell of Yalka Products.




